
 

 

V I R G I N I A  P O L Y T E C H N I C  I N S T I T U T E  A N D  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y  

 

STUDENT ORGANIZATION SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVE PROPOSAL FORM 
 

Part I- General Information: 

   

Name of Student Organization  The Bio-Build Program 

Contact/Responsible Person  Armin Jeddi Yeganeh & Maria Saxton 

Contact Office Held/Title  Affiliate student members 

Contact Email Address  yeganeh@vt.edu; mariaws2@vt.edu; 

Contact Telephone Number  202-909-3951 

    

Part II- Project Cost Information 

   

Estimated Cost of this Proposal $9,700 See III.C. below 

   

Estimated Savings - N/A See III.D. below 

   

Net Cost of this Proposal = $9,700  

    

Part III- Supporting Information 

 

A. Please describe your sustainability initiative and attach supporting documentation. 

 

This proposal seeks funding from the Facilities Department at Virginia Tech to install one 
solar power charging table adjacent to Bishop Favrao Hall (BFH), the home of the Myers-

Lawson School of Construction.  
 

The rationale behind this proposal is that there is a lack of appropriate furniture for student use 
in this outdoor area, which has resulted in lack of community and student activity on the BFH 

lawn. In addition, the interior space of BFH is often crowded during the semester, making it 

difficult for students to find an appropriate seating area for collaboration. There is currently a 
square-shaped concrete pad (about 30x30 feet) between BFH and the LumenHaus that is used 

by the College of Architecture and Urban Studies (CAUS) as a venue for different purposes, 
including lunches, reunions, and other community events within CAUS (see attached 

documents). The pad is located at the entrance of BFH and receives direct sunlight during 
office hours. This makes it a logical place for installation of a solar table that could be used by 

students in different departments within CAUS and who may have classes in BFH or Cowgill 
Hall.  

 
We believe that installing one solar power charging table could make this outdoor area more 
livable, provide quality outdoor study space, and further symbolize Virginia Tech’s efforts 

toward campus sustainability. We ask for your help and to join us in a collaborative effort to 
demonstrate Virginia Tech’s continued commitment to environmental, economic, and social 

sustainability. The tables we are recommending (CampusXL by Sunbolt) are fully engineered 
true off-grid solar powered charging stations and extremely robust and resilient to all weather 

conditions. Each table supports up to 75-150 hand held mobile device charges/day (typical 

use) and seats four comfortably with room for additional seating (see attached documents). 
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A n  e q u a l  o p p o r t un i t y ,  a f f i r ma t i v e  ac t i o n  i n s t i t u t i on  
 

B. How does this initiative help to achieve the goals of the Virginia Tech Climate Action Commitment 

Resolution and Sustainability Plan?   

 

This project will further enhance Virginia Tech’s reputation of being a leader in campus 

sustainability. Although solar power charging tables have limited energy savings, they are being 

used by university campuses around the globe to represent higher education institutions’ 

commitment to sustainable development and mitigating the adverse effects of climate change. In 

fact, over 30 ConnecTables have been installed throughout the University of California school 

system alone. Despite the importance of creating a “sustainability culture’ among students, 

many energy-saving initiatives, e.g., LED lights, are not necessarily noticed by the general 

public. The implementation of projects such as these solar tables could help build a culture of 

using renewable energy resources in building designs, especially among students in the College 

of Architecture and Urban Studies who will go into the workforce and have the power to design 

buildings in the near future. This project synergizes with the vision of the Virginia Tech Climate 

Action Commitment Resolution and Sustainability Plan, which is: 

 

“Virginia Tech serves as a model community for a sustainable society. Sustainability is an 

integral part of the fabric of the university as it pursues enhanced economic stability and 

affordability, diversity and inclusion, environmental stewardship, expansion of knowledge, 

and education of future leaders.” 

 

In addition, this project promotes the Plan’s policies as follows: 

 

Policy Point # 1 - Virginia Tech will be a leader in Campus Sustainability.  
Adopting the use of solar power charging tables on campus will solidify Virginia Tech’s 

reputation as a campus dedicated to sustainable technology and infrastructure. 

 

Policy Point # 10 - Virginia Tech will engage students, faculty, and staff through 

education and involvement to develop and implement innovative strategies for 

efficient and sustainable use of energy, water, and materials in all university-owned 

facilities.  

Adopting the use of solar power charging tables on campus will encourage students, faculty, 

and staff to promote sustainable use of energy. These tables can be used for educational 

purposes for classes in CAUS. With its close adjacency to the LumenHaus, many classes 

within CAUS can incorporate both the solar tables and the LumenHaus as models to teach 

students about sustainable and renewable design at both the undergraduate and graduate 

levels. Therefore, these tables will engage Virginia Tech students, faculty, and staff by 

providing an outdoor location for collaborative and multi-disciplinary work and learning. 
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C. What is the cost of your proposal? Please describe in adequate detail the basis for your cost estimate. 

 

This estimate is based on the implementation of one solar powered charging table, of the same 

model Virginia Tech currently uses. The cost for one of these tables, including installation is 

$9, 700.  
 

 

D. Will your proposal produce cost savings for the University? If so, how much? Please describe in adequate 

detail the basis for your savings estimate. 

 

The energy savings of this project are relatively small. However, this table is intended to be 

used for educational purposes and campus promotional means, provide extra study and 

collaborative spaces, and increase the livability of the BFH lawn and its immediate 

surroundings. 

 

 
 

E.  Is this funding request for a One-Time need or an Ongoing need (please check one)? 

× One-time  Ongoing 

 

F.  Is funding available for this request from another source?  If yes, describe the funding (source, amount, etc.) 

 

Funding is not available from another source for this proposal. 
 

 

 
 

STUDENT ORGANIZATION SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVE PROPOSAL FORM 
(Continued) 

 

Part IV- Requestors/Reviewers 

 

 

 

 

Prepared By Armin Jeddi Yeganeh & Maria Saxton 

  

 

 

 

Date 10/24/18 

 

 

 

 

Reviewed By Andrew McCoy, Professor and Head of Department 

 

 

 

 

Reviewed By (Name of Office of Energy and Sustainability Representative)                                                                                                                                   

  

 

 

 

Date 10/24/18 

 
 
 
 
 
Date 

STUDENT ORGANIZATION SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVE FUNDING PROPOSAL 
CONTACT LIST 
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In the preparation of your Green RFP form, we encourage student organizations to seek 
input and guidance from the following list of university employees.  These individuals are 
familiar with the form and the process.  They can address the feasibility of your proposal, 
can provide a technical review, and can evaluate the cost & potential savings.           
 
 

Area of Expertise Name Title Email Address  

Energy 
Management    

Ruben Avagyan Campus Energy 
Manager   

rubena@vt.edu 

Facilities: Housing 
& Residence Life 

Todd Pignataro Associate Director 
of Facilities 

ptodd@vt.edu 

Facilities: Buildings 
& Grounds 
  
Water Bottle Refill 
Stations 

Jim McDaniel Project Coordinator jmcdani@vt.edu 

Exterior Lighting Bob Dellinger Assoc. Director, 
Utilities 

rdelling@vt.edu 

Student 
Engagement & 
Campus Life 

Eric Margiotta Association 
Director 

margiotta@vt.edu 
 

Dining Services Anthony Purcell Assistant Director purcella@vt.edu 

Alternative 
Transport (Bike, 
Bus, Walk, etc.) 

Jeri Baker Director, Parking & 
Transportation 

jab518@vt.edu 
 

Landscape 
Architect 

Bob Massengale Site Planner rnmassen@vt.edu 

Hahn Horticulture 
Garden 

Scott Douglas Director/Instructor dsd1@vt.edu 

Recycling Denny Cochrane Sustainability 
Program Manager 

denniscc@vt.edu 

Miscellaneous Karlee Siepierski Campus 
Sustainability 
Planner 

Skarlee3@vt.edu 
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